
 

Enquiry Planning Year 1 

Content/ 
Knowledge 

Animals Including Humans 
I can identify and name a variety of common animals including fish, 
amphibians, reptiles, birds and mammals 
I can identify and name a variety of common animals that are 
carnivores, herbivores and omnivores. 
I can describe and compare the structure of a variety of common 
animals (fish, amphibians, reptiles, birds and mammals including pets) 
I can identify, name, draw and label the basic parts of the human body 
and say which part of the body is associated with each sense.  

Materials 
I can distinguish between an object and the material from which 
it is made. 
I can identify and name a variety of everyday materials including 
wood, plastic, glass, metal, water and rock. 
I can describe the simple properties of a variety of everyday 
materials. 
I can compare and group together a variety of everyday 
materials on the basis of their simple properties.  

 

Plants 
To identify and describe the basic structure of a variety 
of common flowering plants including trees.  
To identify and name a variety of common wild and 
garden plants including deciduous and evergreen trees 

Seasonal Changes 
I can observe changes across four seasons. 
I can observe and describe weather associated with the 
seasons and how day length varies.  
 

  Comparative 
and fair 
testing 
 
Is our sense of 
smell better 
when we 
can’t see? 
 
 
 

   Comparative 
and fair 
testing 
 
Which materials 
are the most 
flexible? 
 
Which materials 
are the most 
absorbent? 

   Comparative 
and fair 
testing 
 
Which type 
of compost 
grows the 
tallest 
sunflower? 
 
Which tree 
has the 
biggest 
leaves? 
 
 
 

   Comparative 
and fair 
testing 
 
In which 
season does 
it rain the 
most? 
 
 

  

  Observation 
over time 
 
How does my 
height change 
over the year? 

   Observation 
over time 
 
What 
happens to 
materials 
over time if 
we bury them 
underground? 
 
What 
happens to 
shaving foam 
over time? 

   Observation 
over time 
 
How does a 
daffodil  
bulb change 
over the 
year? 
 
How does 
my 
sunflower 
change each 
week? 
 
How does 
the oak tree 
change over 
the year? 

   Observation 
over time 

  



  Pattern 
seeking  
 
Do you get 
better at 
smelling as 
you get older? 

   Pattern 
seeking 

   Pattern 
seeking 
 
Do trees 
with bigger 
leaves lose 
their leaves 
first in 
Autumn? 

   Pattern 
seeking 
 
Does the 
wind always 
blow the 
same way? 

  

  Identifying, 
classifying and 
grouping 
 
How can we 
organise all 
the zoo 
animals?  
 
 

   Identifying, 
classifying 
and grouping 
 
We need to 
choose a 
material to 
build an 
umbrella.  
Which 
materials are 
waterproof? 
 
Which 
materials will 
float and 
which will 
sink? 

   Identifying, 
classifying 
and 
grouping 
 
 

   Identifying, 
classifying 
and 
grouping 
 
How can we 
sort the 
leaves that 
we collected 
on our walk? 

  

  Research 
using 
secondary 
sources 
 
How are the 
animals in 
Australia 
different to 
the ones we 
find in the 
United 
Kingdom? 

   Research 
using 
secondary 
sources 
 
How are 
bricks made? 
 
Which 
materials can 
be recycled? 

   Research 
using 
secondary 
sources 
 
What are 
the most 
common 
British 
plants and 
where can 
we find 
them? 
 
Are there 
plants that 
are in flower 
every 
season? 

   Research 
using 
secondary 
sources 

  



What are 
they? 

  


