[image: image1.jpg]SOUTH BANK PRINq

4




South Bank Primary School

Special Educational Needs Policy
	Status
	Date 

	Prepared by:
	Charmaine Burgess

	Date:
	September 2025

	Review date:
	September 2026

	Date Adopted by Governing Body: 
	


Introduction

South Bank School provides a broad & balanced curriculum for all pupils.  The New Curriculum and the national programmes of study for Literacy and Numeracy are the starting point for planning that meets the specific needs of individual & groups of children. When planning, teachers set appropriate learning targets that challenge children’s diverse learning needs. Some children experience ‘Barriers to Learning’ that require special action by school.

Teachers take account of SEN requirements and make provision that is specific and targeted to meet those needs. Where necessary, additional adult support is provided in mainstream classes to enable children to participate in the curriculum effectively. Such children may need additional or different help from that given to their peers.

Children may have SEN either throughout or at any time during their school career. This policy      ensures that curriculum planning and assessment for children with SEN takes account of the type and extent of the difficulty experienced by the child and the resources required to address those needs.

 
Aims and Objectives

 We aim to:-

· create a safe, secure and stimulating environment providing an atmosphere that promotes learning for SEN pupils.

· ensure that children’s individual needs are identified, assessed and appropriately met

· continually develop a community of learners which makes clear the expectations of all partners in the process.

· identify the roles and responsibilities of all staff in providing for the individual needs of     children

· enable all children to have full access to a broad, balanced and relevant curriculum designed to meet their academic needs
· ensure an ongoing dialogue with parents in the SEN process, enabling them to play their part in supporting their child’s education.

· ensure that our children have a voice in the process.

 

Inclusion

We aim to offer excellence and choice to all our children, whatever their ability or needs. High      expectations of all children are in place across the whole school. We aim to achieve this through    removing ‘Barriers to Learning’ and enabling all children to participate fully. All pupils are valued as part of the school community and, through appropriate curricular provision, we respect the fact that children:

 have different educational and behavioural needs and aspirations;

 require different and diverse strategies for learning;

 acquire, assimilate and communicate information at different rates;

 need a range of different teaching approaches, styles and learning experiences.

 

Teachers respond to children’s needs by providing a wide range of support, including that provided by external agencies.  They use a variety of teaching methods to support the development of children’s understanding and endeavour to provide kinaesthetic learning experiences for all.   Children are supported in managing their own behaviour and emotions and are actively encouraged by staff to use given strategies to participate effectively and safely in all aspects of school life.

 

Special Educational Needs

If a child’s assessments indicate that they may have a learning difficulty, a range of both school    resources and external agencies may be used, depending on the needs of the individual.  At this point, discussions will be held with the SENDCO and the child may be registered at SEN support.  In the first instance, the class teacher will implement additional interventions or support.  If further support is required, the SENDCo will become involved and will take the lead in accessing support, assessment and intervention from a wide range of external agencies.  Parents will be consulted regularly regarding their child’s needs and progress and will be kept informed of additional support that is implemented.
 

Additional provision may need to be made for children who have significant and persistent              difficulties and teachers are actively encouraged to discuss concerns with the SENDCo at the earliest opportunity.  This allows early identification of pupils who require additional support and intervention, often from external agencies and which may result in the school requesting a formal assessment by the Local Authority with a view to an Education Health Care Plan being issued.  A range of evidence from parents, school and external agencies who are involved with the child will support the application for formal assessment.

 

Resourced Provision

Children who continue to experience learning difficulties may be offered a place within the resourced provision within South Bank Primary.  Admissions to these classes will be through the EHCP panel and formal consultation process, once a child has been given an EHCP.  Often children who join our Resourced Provision will have had different educational experiences and will have had their educational needs addressed through a formal assessment by the Local Authority.  These children have an Education Health Care Plan (EHCP) in place.

The resourced provision at South Bank Primary provides provision for children from schools within the LA from Reception to Y6.  Needs are addressed formally on a regular basis and modified  programmes of study are implemented, which build on the prior learning of individual children.  Close liaison with relevant external agencies helps to provide each child with an individualised package of support in addition to specialised programmes delivered by school staff.
 

SEN Support plans
Pupils who are registered at SEN Support are set individual targets three times a year.  This is done through staff knowledge of individual needs, close liaison with parents and completion of a SEND Support plan.  The proforma will record the short-term outcomes set for the child, the planned provision and resources identified and proposed review date as well as the teaching strategies to be used.
Some children require a more comprehensive plan known as a SEN Support Plan + which provides detailed information about the child’s background, family circumstances and additional information pertinent to the needs of the child.  These allow the school to evidence a graduated approach to managing individual needs and provides additional information if statutory assessment is then required.

School staff continually monitor and review children’s progress towards the outcomes on their EHCP in line with SEN review dates and at the point of annual review.
We encourage an active partnership through ongoing dialogue with parents who have much to         contribute to our support for pupils with special educational needs.  The school keeps parents fully informed and involved with all special needs processes.  Parents are fully included in the review process if their child has a SEN plan, SEN plan plus or an Education Health Care Plan and the child’s views are actively sought and recorded in whatever form is appropriate to the ability of the child.
  

The SENDCo

The SENDCo is the key person in school managing the day-to-day operation of this policy.  This person is Mrs C Burgess.  She;
· co-ordinates the provision for and manages the responses to children’s SENs;

· supports and advises colleagues;

· oversees the records of all children with SEN;

· liaises with parents;

· liaises with all external agencies and support services’

· monitors and evaluates SEN provision and reports to the Governing Body;

· manages a range of resources, human and material, to enable appropriate provision for all    children with SEN;

· ensures that the school is kept up to date with legislation and statutory requirements in       respect of SEN provision;

· contributes to the professional development of staff and provides appropriate training opportunities.
The Role of the Governing Body

The governing body recognises the significant level of special educational needs of children at South Bank Primary School and gives high priority to children with SEN and the provision made on their behalf.  They ensure that all teachers are aware of the importance of this provision, consult the Local Authority and other sources, where appropriate.  

The governing body has identified a named governor to have specific responsibility for overseeing the school’s provision for special educational needs and they liaise closely with the SENDCo.
The named SEN governor is Craig Nicholls.  
The SEN governor keeps the governing body informed about the SEN provision and ensures that                  responsibilities related to the management and evaluation of SEN practice are carried out              effectively.

 

Resources

The Head Teacher informs the Governing Body of how the funding allocated to support SEN has been employed.  Allocation of funds relating to Education Health Care Plans will be discussed with the Local Authority, Headteacher and SENDCo.

Assessment

Early identification is crucial. The class teacher informs parents at the earliest opportunity to alert them of concerns and enlist their active support and participation.  The class teacher and SENDCo continually assess and monitor the children’s progress in line with existing practice.  

Ongoing assessments inform class teachers of the progress made and allow class teachers to plan        accordingly to move children on.  Assessments are recorded using Sonar and this allows staff to identify gaps in knowledge and skills, which in turn informs interventions which are tightly matched to an individual’s areas of difficulty.  Personalised interventions may be delivered 1:1 or in a small group and can address a wide range of difficulties both academic and from a social, emotional and mental health perspective.
In addition, children in Early Years, KS1 and all Resource Base pupils are assessed throughout the year using the WellComm assessment package which assesses a child’s speaking and listening skills.  If these are below age-related expectations, a targeted and personalised intervention is then implemented to address the difficulties.  Sometimes, additional referrals to external agencies may be made if an individual child is identified as not making enough progress or appears to require a higher level of intervention.   
  
Access to the Curriculum and Pupil Participation

Teachers use a variety of strategies to meet children’s needs. Lessons have clear learning objectives and success criteria, are adapted and assessed to inform the next stage of learning.  Outcomes and provision are set through completion of SEND support plans which allow children to develop skills and knowledge.   These outcomes are set with parents and provide challenge which builds on prior knowledge and skills.  We support children in a manner that acknowledges their entitlement to share the same learning experiences as their peers enjoy. Wherever possible, we teach children within their classroom setting. However, there are times when, to maximise learning, children work in small groups or in a one-to-one situation outside the classroom.  

 

Children are encouraged to respond and make decisions and are involved, at an appropriate level, in setting targets, in termly reviews and in their Education Health Care Plan Review.  They are           encouraged to make judgements about performance against their targets and regularly self-evaluate their own work.  We recognise and celebrate success.

 

Monitoring and Evaluation

The SENDCo has overall responsibility for monitoring the SEN systems and provides regular        summaries on the impact of the policy and practice in school.  The SENDCo and HT evaluate the   monitoring process and its outcomes and report to the Governing Body.  The Governing Body reviews the policy and considers any amendments in the light of the annual review findings and/or changes in legislation or statutory requirements.
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