Our Top 5 Simple Reading Tips for Parents
1. Read aloud every day (even just 5 minutes!)
Reading aloud together is one of the best ways to help your child build their vocabulary, understanding, and love of books. It also shows them what fluent, confident reading sounds like.

💡 Top tip: Let your child choose the book! When children pick what they read, they’re much more excited to join in.

2. Make reading a shared experience
Talk about the story as you read. Ask questions, wonder what might happen next, and link the story to your child’s own life. This helps them think about what they’re reading and stay engaged.

💡 Try saying: “What do you think will happen next?” or “Does this character remind you of someone we know?”

3. Surround your child with words
Children learn a lot just by seeing words around them. Having books, magazines, labels, or signs at home helps reading feel like a natural part of everyday life.

💡 Easy idea: Keep a small basket of books in places you already spend time, like the car, bedroom, or breakfast table.

4. Encourage writing as well as reading
Reading and writing grow together. Encourage your child to write shopping lists, notes to family members, or short stories. These little activities help build confidence and skills in a fun way.

💡 Fun idea: Start a family journal where everyone writes or draws something whenever they want.

5. Keep reading fun and pressure-free
Reading should feel enjoyable, not stressful. Try silly voices, act out parts of the story, or let your child read to a cuddly toy, pet, or family member.
Children often love reading to someone who makes them feel calm and special—whether that’s a sibling, a grandparent, or even the family dog! The most important thing is helping them feel relaxed and proud of their efforts.

💡 Remember: It’s okay to keep reading short and cozy. Little and often really does make a big difference

