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Our vision 
At South Bank Primary School, provide a high-quality geography education through our curriculum that inspires in pupils a curiosity and fascination about the world and its people that will remain with them for the rest of their lives. We equip pupils with knowledge about diverse places, people, resources and natural and human environments, together with a deep understanding of the Earth’s key physical and human processes. Their growing knowledge about the world helps them to deepen their understanding of the interaction between physical and human processes, and of the formation and use of landscapes and environments.

Aim of the policy
Our Geography curriculum aims to ensure that all pupils:
· Perform, listen to, review and evaluate music across a range of historical periods, genres, styles and traditions, including the works of the great composers and musicians. 
· Learn to sing and to use one’s voice, to create and compose music one’s own and with others, have the opportunity to learn a musical instrument, use technology appropriately and have the opportunity to progress to the next level of musical excellence. 
· Understand and explore how music is created, produced and communicated, including through the inter-related dimensions: pitch, duration, dynamics, tempo, timbre, texture, structure and appropriate musical notations

Curriculum Intent
Our curriculum brings the wider world to our children; teaching them valuable and transferrable life skills which might otherwise not become part of their everyday life experiences. It also opens our children’s interest up to a wide variety of key concepts and themes which will support them in making valuable career decisions in the future.
At South Bank Primary School, we deliver a high-quality geography curriculum, not just through experiences in the classroom, but also with the use of fieldwork and educational visits, which inspires in pupils a curiosity about the world and its people.  We instil a love for geography in our pupils and develop their knowledge of the world, as well as their place within it, and encourage them to undertake new experiences throughout their life.  We provide all pupils with opportunities to investigate and build geographical expertise from their local area to the wider world. This includes locational knowledge, understanding of human and physical features and geographical and fieldwork techniques.  We encourage pupils to ask questions and propose solutions to environmental problems within the local community and the wider world. Increasing awareness of environmental issues and the impact humans have aims to encourage pupils to become reflective members of society who consider their actions/choices and actively invest in protecting the planet.   

Curriculum Implementation
At South Bank Primary, our ambitious Geography curriculum is taught across all year groups in a series of topics.  Enhancing key geographical understanding, skills and vocabulary is a key component of this. We place great importance in ensuring each module aims to activate and build upon prior learning to ensure better retention.
Our Geography curriculum draws upon several powerful sources of knowledge. It is our intention that pupils become more expert as they progress through the curriculum, accumulating and connecting substantive and disciplinary geographical knowledge. 

Substantive knowledge 
This is the subject knowledge and explicit vocabulary used to learn about the content. Common misconceptions are explicitly revealed as non-examples and positioned against accurate content.

Disciplinary knowledge 
This is the use of that knowledge and how children construct understanding through processes, evidence, pattern seeking, reasoning and explaining change. We call it ‘Thinking Geographically’.

In EYFS, children have daily opportunities to interact with their environment.  Staff follow the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) Statutory Framework which aims to guide children, to make sense of their physical world and their community by allowing them to explore, observe and use technology to find out about people, places and the environment.
In KS1 and KS2, teachers maintain strong links to the National Curriculum guidelines and follow the Grammarsaurus progression of skills, which builds on pupils’ knowledge and understanding of the world and the interaction between physical and human processes.
Children are able to build geographical expertise from their local area and expand this to the wider world. This includes locational knowledge, understanding of human and physical features and geographical and fieldwork techniques.  Opportunities to develop their skills and fieldwork using maps and atlases (both physical and digital) are provided for all pupils.

Curriculum Impact
At South Bank Primary, the impact of quality first teaching in geography will foster a love and enthusiasm for the subject.  Well-constructed and well-taught lessons provide pupils with opportunities to research and apply skills independently – skills essential for lifelong learning. Knowledge and skills will have developed progressively to not only enable them to meet the requirements of the National Curriculum but to prepare pupils to become competent geographers in secondary education.
Geography assessment is ongoing and informs teachers with planning lesson activities and differentiation.  All lessons are planned using skills progressions so that knowledge is taught across the year group; skills are progressed across the key stage with connections made to prior learning.  Summative assessments are completed termly and regular monitoring ensures that the curriculum continues to meet the needs of the pupils at South Bank Primary.
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