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Our vision 
At South Bank Primary School, we believe a high-quality History education will help pupils gain a coherent knowledge and understanding of Britain’s past and that of the wider world.  We provide our students with a rigorous history curriculum that equips them with the key skills and knowledge to gain an in depth and critical understanding of the past.

Aim of the policy
Our History curriculum aims to ensure that all pupils:
· Access a logically planned and progressive curriculum which embeds key historical concepts and skills.  
· Develop excellent knowledge and understanding of people, events, and contexts from a range of historical periods and of historical concepts and processes. 
· Develop their ability to think critically about history and communicate ideas very confidently in styles appropriate to a range of audiences. 
· Develop their ability to consistently support, evaluate and challenge their own and others’ views using detailed, appropriate and accurate historical evidence derived from a range of sources. 
· Develop their ability to think, reflect, debate, discuss and evaluate the past, formulating and refining questions and lines of enquiry. 
· Develop their passion for history and an enthusiastic engagement in learning, which develops their sense of curiosity about the past and their understanding of how and why people interpret the past in different ways. 
· Foster a respect for historical evidence and the ability to make robust and critical use of it to support their explanations and judgments. 

Curriculum Intent
We use Grammarsaurus to deliver our History curriculum which covers all the skills, knowledge and understanding that is set out in the National curriculum.  It is designed to encourage pupils to develop an appreciation and understanding of the past, evaluating a range of primary and secondary sources. We enrich our curriculum by organising historical visits outside of school and inviting visitors with historical expertise into school to share their knowledge with us. Our historians will also be able to explain clearly how these sources give us an insight about how people around the world used to live and how these interpretations may differ.  We want our students to leave South Bank with enquiring minds that have a thirst for learning about the past and analyse it with a critical and open mind.
Curriculum Implementation
At South Bank Primary, our History curriculum is taught across all year groups in a series of topics.  It inspires pupils’ curiosity to know more about the past.  We equip pupils to ask perceptive questions, think critically, weigh evidence, sift arguments, and develop perspective and judgement. History helps pupils to understand the complexity of people’s lives, the process of change, the diversity of societies and relationships between different groups, as well as their own identity and the challenges of their time.  

Substantive knowledge 
This is the subject knowledge and explicit vocabulary used to learn about the past. Common misconceptions are explicitly revealed as non-examples and positioned against accurate content.

Disciplinary knowledge 
This is the use of that knowledge and how children construct understanding through historical claims, arguments and accounts. We call it ‘Thinking Historically.’ The features of thinking historically may involve significance, evidence, continuity and change, cause and consequence, historical perspective, and contextual interpretation.

In Early Years, they follow the ‘Development Matters in the EYFS’ guidance which aims for all children in reception to have an ‘Understanding of the World; people and communities, the world and technology’ by the end of the academic year.  Children are encouraged and guided to develop their understanding of past and present. Our curriculum is delivered through play, adults modelling, observing one other, and through guided learning and direct teaching. 
In KS1 the focus is on children developing a sense of time, place and change.  They develop an understanding of difference over time within concrete experiences of their lives.  They study the lives of significant individuals and develop the understanding of the context in which these people lived.  Pupils study local history through significant events, people and places. The locality is further understood by knowing about the places, the buildings, the events, the people that tell a story of the past.
In KS2, pupils study the cultural and technological advances made by our ancestors as well as understanding how historians think Britain changed through time.  Archaeological history guides us to know how early humans were creative, innovative and expert at surviving in changeable environments.  This foundational knowledge is built upon and used to support long-term retrieval to contrast culture and technology. Pupils draw upon prior understanding to support and position new knowledge, therefore constructing much more stable long-term memories. Substantive concepts, such as invasion, law, civilisation and society are developed through explicit vocabulary instruction.
Children develop their skills as an Historian by: understanding chronology, undertaking enquiry, using historical evidence and making connections in their learning. Pupils are taught to think critically, using a range of sources to draw conclusions and are encouraged to make connections across the curriculum. Ensuring our pupils have the key skills and appropriate knowledge, enables them to flourish as historians.


Curriculum Impact
At South Bank Primary, our children develop a sound overview of the past and the ability to analyse it with a critical mind. Our curriculum map shows a whole school curriculum that has been planned carefully to teach the main historical concepts through a range of contexts in a way that creates links between periods and events. Children will be able to make links to previously studied topics and make comparisons. 
Teachers use assessment effectively to ensure that learning is planned on prior attainment and that pupils know the next steps in their learning.  Retrieval practice ensures that knowledge and skills are embedded and retained.  As our pupil’s progress, they will become equipped to ask perceptive questions, think critically, weigh evidence, sift arguments, and develop perspective and judgement. We want pupils to understand the complexity of people’s lives, the process of change, the diversity of societies and relationships between different groups, as well as their own identity and the challenges of their time.
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