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Our vision 
At South Bank Primary School, reading is our top priority. We believe that learning to read is the single most important skill children develop in primary school.
Reading unlocks the entire curriculum. It builds knowledge, strengthens vocabulary, develops imagination and prepares children for lifelong learning.

Aim of the policy
Our Reading curriculum aims to ensure that all pupils:
· Reads fluently and confidently
· Understands a wide range of texts
· Uses ambitious vocabulary
· Enjoys reading for pleasure
· Is fully prepared for secondary education

Curriculum Intent
At South Bank Primary School, reading is the highest priority because it underpins all learning. The school places strong emphasis on the early teaching of phonics through a systematic synthetic approach, ensuring pupils can decode unfamiliar words and read fluently and confidently.
Alongside word reading, the school recognises that comprehension is essential. Through a literacy-rich curriculum featuring a wide range of fiction, non-fiction and poetry, pupils develop vocabulary, grammatical understanding and knowledge of the world.
Reading for pleasure is central to the school’s ethos. By nurturing a love of books and encouraging pupils to read widely and often, the school aims to instil a lifelong passion for reading that broadens vocabulary, deepens cultural understanding and fosters curiosity about the world.

Curriculum Implementation
At South Bank Primary School, we follow the National Curriculum and have carefully mapped out the objectives to ensure skills and knowledge are built on progressively.  We deliver our Reading curriculum with the support of Grammarsaurus to inform our lessons and teachers add to and adapt the lessons to suit the needs of the children.  

Early Reading and Phonics (EYFS & KS1)
We teach early reading through a structured, systematic phonics programme (Read, Write Inc) to ensure children develop strong decoding skills from the very beginning.  For children who struggle with their phonics knowledge and application, the Fresh Start intervention is used to support the progress and attainment.
Children receive:
· Daily phonics lessons
· Carefully sequenced teaching of sounds
· Regular assessment
· Immediate support if they begin to fall behind, including 1:1 tuition and access to virtual classroom activities
Reading books are carefully matched to the sounds children are learning. Each book is read several times in school to develop:
· Accurate decoding
· Fluency and expression
· Secure understanding
Our priority is that every child becomes an accurate, automatic and confident reader.

Our Reading Curriculum
We follow a progressive whole-school reading approach that includes:
· High-quality fiction
· Non-fiction texts
· Poetry
· Clearly structured progression through book bands
Texts are chosen carefully to be language-rich and to broaden children’s understanding of the world.
Across the school, children study whole class texts in depth. These texts form the basis of discussion, writing and vocabulary development.

Developing Comprehension Skills
Reading is not just about recognising words — it is about understanding them.
We explicitly teach key comprehension skills, including:
· Retrieval of information
· Inference
· Prediction
· Sequencing
· Explaining and justifying answers using evidence
Vocabulary development is a central focus. Children are taught ambitious new words, explore word meanings and revisit vocabulary regularly to ensure it is embedded in long-term memory.

Reading for Pleasure
We are passionate about fostering a love of reading.
Every class enjoys:
· Daily story time
· Carefully selected class novels
· Dedicated reading areas
· Opportunities to recommend books to others
We encourage children to read widely and often, both in school and at home. Reading achievements are celebrated and strong partnerships with families support regular home reading.
We want every child to see themselves as a reader — and to choose reading for enjoyment.

Poetry and Language
Poetry is celebrated throughout the school. Children learn, perform and analyse a range of poems including:
· Rhyming poetry
· Traditional poems
· Contemporary works
· Nonsense and rhythmical poetry
In Early Years, nursery rhymes and songs play a key role in developing early language and phonological awareness.

Curriculum Impact
We believe that reading has the power to transform lives. Our aim is for every child to develop a genuine love of reading that remains with them throughout their lives.
Our intent is that all children make at least good progress in Reading from their last point of statutory assessment. We want our pupils to use their reading skills as a vital tool for learning and as an essential life skill — enabling them to access the wider curriculum, know more, remember more, and understand more.
Children only get one chance at school, and that is why it must be the very best it can be.  Our children leave South Bank with the skills they need to succeed in the next phase of their educational journey and in future life.
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