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Introduction
South Bank School provides a broad & balanced curriculum for all pupils.  The New Curriculum and the national programmes of study for Literacy and Numeracy are the starting point for planning that meets the specific needs of individual & groups of children. 
When planning, teachers set appropriate learning targets that challenge children’s diverse learning needs. Some children experience ‘Barriers to Learning’ that require special action by school.
Teachers take account of SEND requirements and make provision that is specific and targeted to meet those needs. Where necessary, additional adult support is provided in mainstream classes to enable children to participate in the curriculum effectively. Such children may need additional or different help from that given to their peers.
Children may have SEND either throughout or at any time during their school career. This policy      ensures that curriculum planning and assessment for children with SEND takes account of the type and extent of the difficulty experienced by the child and the resources required to address those needs.
This policy explains how the school identifies, assesses, plans for, supports and reviews pupils with special educational needs and disabilities (SEND). It should be read alongside the school SEND Information Report, Accessibility Policy and Plan, Equality Information and Objectives, Supporting Pupils with Medical Conditions Policy, Behaviour Policy and Safeguarding and Child Protection Policy. 

Legal and statutory context 
This policy has been updated with reference to the Children and Families Act 2014, the Special Educational Needs and Disability Code of Practice: 0 to 25 years, the Equality Act 2010, the Special Educational Needs and Disability Regulations 2014, the School Admissions Code, and statutory safeguarding guidance. 
The school uses its best endeavours to secure the special educational provision called for by a pupil’s needs. We also make reasonable adjustments for disabled pupils and plan to improve access to the curriculum, the physical environment and information over time. 

Definition of Special Educational Needs
A child has special educational needs if they have a learning difficulty or disability which calls for special educational provision to be made for them. A child has a learning difficulty or disability if they have significantly greater difficulty in learning than most others of the same age or have a disability which prevents or hinders them from making use of educational facilities generally provided for children of the same age in mainstream schools. 
Special educational provision is educational or training provision that is additional to, or different from, that made generally for other children of the same age. 
 
Aims and Objectives
 We aim to:-
· create a safe, secure and stimulating environment providing an atmosphere that promotes learning for SEN pupils
· ensure that children’s individual needs are identified, assessed and appropriately met
· continually develop a community of learners which makes clear the expectations of all partners in the process
· identify the roles and responsibilities of all staff in providing for the individual needs of     children
· enable all children to have full access to a broad, balanced and relevant curriculum designed to meet their academic needs
· ensure an ongoing dialogue with parents in the SEN process, enabling them to play their part in supporting their child’s education
· ensure that our children have a voice in the process
· use statutory guidance, Local Authority processes and external expertise to improve outcomes for pupils with SEND

Areas of need
In line with the SEND Code of Practice, the school considers pupils’ needs across four broad areas. These areas help staff plan support but do not limit the school’s view of the whole child, as many pupils have needs across more than one area. 
· Communication and interaction. 
· Cognition and learning. 
· Social, emotional and mental health difficulties. 
· Sensory and/or physical needs. 

Inclusion
We aim to offer excellence and choice to all our children, whatever their ability or needs. High      expectations of all children are in place across the whole school. We seek to remove ‘Barriers to Learning’ and enabling all children, including those with SEND, are able to participate fully in school life.  All pupils are valued as part of the school community and, through appropriate curricular provision, we respect the fact that children:
· have different educational and behavioural needs and aspirations
· require different and diverse strategies for learning
· acquire, assimilate and communicate information at different rates
· need a range of different teaching approaches, styles and learning experiences
Class teachers remain responsible and accountable for the progress and development of all pupils in their class, including pupils who access support from teaching assistants or specialist staff. High-quality teaching, adapted for individual pupils, is the first step in responding to pupils who have or may have SEND. 
Teachers use a range of approaches including explicit instruction, modelling, scaffolding, flexible grouping, visual supports, communication aids, sensory strategies, assistive technology and carefully planned interventions. Pupils are supported to manage their own behaviour, emotions and learning strategies in ways that enable safe and effective participation. 

Identification, assessment and the graduated response.
Early identification is important. Class teachers, supported by the SENDCo, continually assess and monitor pupil progress using school assessment systems, observations, professional dialogue, parent/carer information, pupil voice and external advice where relevant. 
Where assessments or observations indicate that a pupil may have SEND, the teacher and SENDCo will consider the pupil’s needs, the quality of teaching and adaptations already in place, and whether additional or different support is required. 
Pupils receiving SEN Support follow the graduated approach of assess, plan, do and review: 
1. Assess: identify strengths, needs, barriers, progress and views using a range of evidence. 
2. Plan: agree outcomes, support, adjustments, resources, responsibilities and review dates with parents/carers and the pupil where appropriate. 
3. Do: implement the planned provision consistently, with the class teacher retaining responsibility for day-to-day teaching and progress. 
4. Review: evaluate the impact of provision and decide whether to continue, adapt, intensify or reduce support. 
 
SEND Support Plans and SEND Support Plan Plus
Pupils who are registered at SEND Support are set individual targets three times a year.  These targets are selected using staff knowledge of individual needs, close liaison with parents and completion of a SEND Support plan.  The proforma will record the short-term outcomes set for the child, the planned provision and resources identified and proposed review date as well as the teaching strategies to be used.
Some children require a more comprehensive plan known as a SEND Support Plan Plus which provides detailed information about the child’s background, family circumstances and additional information pertinent to the needs of the child.  These allow the school to evidence a graduated approach to managing individual needs and provides additional information if statutory assessment is then required.
For pupils who have an EHCP, school staff continually monitor and review children’s progress towards the outcomes on their EHCP in line with SEND review dates and at the point of annual review.
We encourage an active partnership through ongoing dialogue with parents who have much to         contribute to our support for pupils with special educational needs and disabilities.  The school keeps parents fully informed and involved with all special needs processes.  Parents are fully included in the review process if their child has a SEND Support Plan, SEND Support Plan Plus or an Education Health Care Plan and the child’s views are actively sought and recorded in whatever form is appropriate to the ability of the child.

Education, Health and Care Plans (EHCPs)
Where a pupil has significant and persistent difficulties despite appropriate support, the school may discuss with parents/carers and external professionals whether a request for an Education, Health and Care needs assessment is appropriate. 
Applications for assessment are supported by evidence from parents/carers, the school, the pupil where appropriate, and external agencies involved with the child. For pupils with an EHCP, provision and outcomes are monitored throughout the year and formally reviewed through the annual review process.

Resourced Provision
Children who continue to experience significant learning difficulties may be offered a place within the resourced provision at South Bank Primary School. Admissions to these classes are through the Local Authority consultation and panel process and, where required, through an EHCP. 
The resourced provision supports children from Reception to Year 6. Needs are reviewed regularly and personalised programmes of study are implemented to build on each child’s prior learning. Close liaison with parents/carers and external agencies helps to provide individualised packages of support alongside specialist programmes delivered by school staff. 
  
The SENDCo
The SENDCo is the key person in school managing the day-to-day operation of this policy.  South Bank Primary School has a SENDCo, Mrs Burgess and a deputy SENDCo, Mrs McFarland.  They will;
· co-ordinate the provision for and manage the responses to children’s SEND
· support and advise colleagues
· oversee the records of all children with SEN
· liaise with parents
· liaise with all external agencies and support services’
· monitor and evaluate SEND provision and report to the Governing Body
· manage a range of resources, human and material, to enable appropriate provision for all children with SEND
· ensure that the school is kept up to date with legislation and statutory requirements in       respect of SEND provision
· contribute to the professional development of staff and provides appropriate training opportunities.
They can be contacted via 01642 453451 or via email sen@southbankprimary.co.uk

The role of teachers and support staff
Class teachers are responsible for planning, teaching, adapting and reviewing learning for pupils with SEND. They work with the SENDCo to identify barriers, implement agreed provision, review impact and communicate with parents/carers. 
Teaching assistants and other support staff work under the direction of teachers and the SENDCo. They provide support that promotes independence, confidence, communication and access to learning, rather than creating unnecessary dependence. 

The Role of the Governing Body
The governing body recognises the significant level of special educational needs of children at South Bank Primary School and gives high priority to children with SEND and the provision made on their behalf.  They ensure that all teachers are aware of the importance of this provision, consult the Local Authority and other sources, where appropriate.  
The governing body has identified a named governor to have specific responsibility for overseeing the school’s provision for special educational needs and they liaise closely with the SENDCo.
The named SEND governor is Craig Nicholls.  
The SEND governor keeps the governing body informed about the SEND provision and ensures that responsibilities related to the management and evaluation of SEND practice are carried out              effectively.

Working with parents, carers and pupils.
The school values active partnership with parents and carers. Parents and carers are kept informed and involved in decisions about needs, support, progress and next steps. Meetings, reviews, reports, telephone conversations and other agreed communication methods are used to maintain dialogue. 
Pupils are encouraged to express their views, make choices, contribute to targets and reflect on their progress. Staff use appropriate methods such as discussion, visual prompts, communication aids, observation and pupil voice activities. 
 
Assessment
Early identification is crucial. The class teacher informs parents at the earliest opportunity to alert them of concerns and enlist their active support and participation.  The class teacher and SENDCo continually assess and monitor the children’s progress in line with existing practice.  
Ongoing assessments inform class teachers of the progress made and allow them to plan        appropriate next steps Assessment information is recorded using the school’s systems, including Sonar where appropriate, to identify gaps in knowledge and skills and to inform targeted interventions.   
Personalised interventions may be delivered one-to-one or in small groups and can address academic, communication, social, emotional, mental health, sensory, physical or independence needs. Children in Early Years, Key Stage 1 and the Resource Base may be assessed using WellComm to support identification of speech, language and communication needs. 

Access to the Curriculum and Pupil Participation
Teachers use a variety of strategies to meet children’s needs. Lessons have clear learning objectives and success criteria, are adapted and assessed to inform the next stage of learning.  Outcomes and provision are set through completion of SEND support plans which allow children to develop skills and knowledge.   These outcomes are set with parents and provide challenge which builds on prior knowledge and skills.  We support children in a manner that acknowledges their entitlement to share the same learning experiences as their peers enjoy. Wherever possible, we teach children within their classroom setting. However, there are times when, to maximise learning, children work in small groups or in a one-to-one situation outside the classroom.  
Children are encouraged to respond and make decisions and are involved, at an appropriate level, in setting targets, in termly reviews and in their annual reviews for those with Education Health Care Plans.  They are encouraged to make judgements about performance against their targets and regularly self-evaluate their own work.  We recognise and celebrate success.
The school seeks to make reasonable adjustments so that disabled pupils and pupils with SEND can access learning, communication, enrichment, visits and wider school life wherever reasonably practicable. 
Where pupils have medical needs, staff work with parents/carers, health professionals and relevant policies to ensure that support is planned, recorded and reviewed. Personal care, toileting, medication, moving and handling, sensory needs, evacuation and risk assessment arrangements are considered on an individual basis. 

Transition
Transition planning is used when pupils join the school, move between classes or key stages, access the resourced provision, move to another setting or prepare for secondary school. Transition support may include additional visits, information sharing, visual resources, meetings with parents/carers and professionals, and planned handover of strategies and provision. 

Training and professional development
The SENDCo contributes to the professional development of staff and identifies appropriate training opportunities. Training may be whole-school, phase-based, role-specific or pupil-specific and may include autism, communication, sensory needs, behaviour and relationships, trauma-informed practice, medical needs, personal care, moving and handling, safeguarding, assistive technology and curriculum adaptations. 

Resources
The Head Teacher informs the Governing Body of how the funding allocated to support SEND has been employed.  Allocation of funds relating to Education Health Care Plans will be discussed with the Local Authority, Headteacher and SENDCo.

Monitoring and Evaluation
The SENDCo has overall responsibility for monitoring the SEND systems and provides regular        summaries on the impact of the policy and practice in school.  The SENDCo and HT evaluate the monitoring process and its outcomes and report to the Governing Body.  The Governing Body reviews the policy and considers any amendments in the light of the annual review findings and/or changes in legislation or statutory requirements.
 
Related policies and documents
· SEND Information Report 
· Accessibility Policy and Plan 2026-2029 
· Equality Information and Objectives 
· Supporting Pupils with Medical Conditions Policy 
· Safeguarding and Child Protection Policy 
· Behaviour Policy and relational or inclusion approaches 
· Health and Safety Policy and fire evacuation procedures 
· Educational Visits Policy and risk assessment procedures 
· Admissions and transition procedures 
· Data protection and confidentiality policies 

Sources and reference context
This update is based on South Bank Primary School’s SEN policy dated September 2025, the school’s Accessibility Policy and Plan 2026-2029, and current public SEND guidance available at the time of drafting. 
· DfE and DHSC, Special educational needs and disability code of practice: 0 to 25 years, updated 12 September 2024. 
· DfE, Schools: guide to the 0 to 25 SEND code of practice. 
· Equality Act 2010 and school accessibility planning duties. 
· South Bank Primary School, SEN policy Sept 2025. 
· South Bank Primary School, Accessibility Policy and Plan 2026-2029. 
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